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ROUTINE 


THIS IS AN INFORMATION REPORT, NOT F1NAUY EVALUATED INTELLIGENCE 


WST 18 APRIL 1974 


COHMENTI rslNT 
««**■ 


fl* 'APRIL 197^*Si>0RTE^ THE ANNOUNCEMENT 


By: THE GOVERNMENT SPOKESHAN 


THAT GOVERNMENT INTELLIGENCE SERVICES LEARNED ON ll APRIL OP A 

LEFTIST THREAT TO THE LIFE 'OF CARDINAL RAUL SILVA ARCHBISHOP OF 
SANTIAGO] AND THAT A POLICE ESCORT HAD BEEN ASSIGNED TO PROTECT HIm. 

’'9ee' t alS'£)' u 'SA'nt.iagc ; embassy telegram april for further., details 
ON THE- THREAT/) 

a, INFORMATION ON THE PLOT tO ASSASSINATE CARDINAL SlLVA 


CAME FROM a SUSPECT CHILEAN 


A COMMANDO UNIT COMPOSED QP MEMBERS OF THE 




K p ?nzytn tor ro xasi 


tv: 


lJUN 1 1 1999 








HOVE&NT 

OF -The ReVOLUT I onArY 

LEFT (MIR) had 

ENTERED CHI LE FROM 

1.5(c) 

aR gE nT I Na 

$OhE Days e arli e r. 



THE 


COMMANDO 

UNIT CARRIED WEAPONS aND 

haO ACCESS 

TO CHILEAN ARMY 


UNIFORMS 

THEIR mission was 

To 

ASSASSI NATE 

cardinil Silva during 



One OF HIS PUBLIC ApPEAranCeS DuRING HOLY WEEK (8-13 APRIL) AND To 
EScApE IN THE ENSUING CONFUSION. THEY HOPED That THE kIlLiNg WOULD 
BE 8LaH£C ON ULTRA- CONSERVATI VE ELEHSNTS IN THE CHILEAN ARMED FORCES, 
aNd SO DISCREDIT T>(£ MILITARY JUNTA, 

3. C u = ; G U5 ABOUT this INFORMATION, 

fEelIng T HaT ThE SuSPECT KAY HaVE FABRICATED ThE EnTIRe STORY. 

concerned over recent European press stories 

REPORTING DETERIORATING RELATIONS BETWEEN cARDI NAL SILVA AND THE 
JUNTA, AND BELIeVED THAT THE sToRIEs MIGHT SE SETTING ThE STAGE 

FOr a STRONG PUBLIC REACTION To A POSSIBLE ASSASSINATION Of THE 
CARDINAL* ALSO, THEY HAD RECEIVED REPORTS oF MEN IN ARHY UNIFORM 
CIRCULATING I;N SANTIAGO'! In A VEHICLE WITH A chalkEd MAKESHIFT 

i 

"ARMY OF CHILE" LAB£L» WHICH AROUSED THEIr SUSPICIONS. 

j — 

4, IN LIGHT of ThIs! CONCERN! 

WAS SENT , TO INFORM THE CARDINAL OF THIS INFORMATION AND TO ARRANGE 


FOR HIS PROTECTION 


COMMENT! 


I 

i 
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CARDINAL SILVA TOLD 


E DID NOT THINK THE 


INFORMAT] on H a S T Ru E , and ad dE D that HE DIDnOt wIsH Protection. 

THE CARDINAL WENT ON TO SaY ThatHE HAD R E C E I V E D H AN Y A C C 0 U N T S OF 
TOrTuRES# I L L Eg aL ARRESTS. EXECUTIONS. AND 0 T H E R ABUSES BY D I NA aN D 

OTHER CHILEAN MILITARYS ErVICES, AND EXHORTED 
PUTAN END TO THESE PRACTICES, AsA REsUlT OF THIS CONVERSATION, 
CONCLUDED THAT Ca R D In A l S 1 L V A I S BE I NG S T R 0 N G Ly 


INFLUENCED BY ANTI-JUNTA ELEMENTS. 
5.D E S P I T ESILVA*SPRqTESTS» fl 


provided 


PROTECTION TO CARDINALSjlYAO Nl2,l3,ANDl4APRIL, WlTHTHE 
AUTHORIZATION 0 FGENERAL AUGUSTo P I N 0 C HET, PRESIDENT Of tH E 

junta, there is now Some suspicion 
T h a tLEFTISTSMIGhTATTEMPTTO kI D N A P C A R D I N A L S I LVA A S AN 
EHBARRASSMENT t 0 t h E JUNTA, and THAT SILVA might EVEN LEND himself 
T 0 SUCH A SCHEME, 


-cOnSIDeringR 0 Un D T H ECLOCK 
THE CaBITUMA 


protection for 


concerned ove r th e 

P QSS IglLlTY ; 0F a KIDNAP ATTEMPT A G a I N S T SILVA, PI NO CHET STRONGlY 

S 5 WR E ' 






D Eals wl TH TeRrOrI STS IN SUCH CAS^S aND HAS SAlO That the 
Government VllLL EXECUTE As MANY as FIFTY LEFTIST PRISONERS IN 
PETAlIaTIUn FOR the MURDER OF aNy kIdNaP VICTIM. however. 

PINOCHET BELIEVES THAT THE GOVERNMENT COULD Not FOLLOW THROuGh with 
THIS POLICY IF CARDINAL SILVA BECAME A KiDnap VldlH. IN SUcH A 
CASE. ThE JUNTA WOULD HAVE To AcCede T 0 at LEaSt SOKE of the 
Kl DNAPPERS f DEMANDS* Thus ESTABLISHING A COSTLY AND DANGEROUS 






